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Academic and Career Planning (ACP) is a student-
driven, adult-supported process in which students 
create and develop their own unique and information-
based visions for post-secondary success. Students 
create an academic and career plan through self-
exploration, career exploration and the development of 
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Kenosha Unified introduced its first Unified Heroes in a 
districtwide campaign at the start of the 2016-17 school 
year. With an outpouring of support for the project and 
its inspiring students, fans encouraged the district to 
discover more of the incredible stories students have  
to share.

This year, the Unified Heroes campaign brings you the 
stories of incredible students who dream big, have 
risen above the odds and have faced unimaginable 
challenges. You will meet students, who at their young 
ages, have already encountered health struggles, 
experienced life-changing losses, overcame social and 
academic barriers and more. Each one has been brave 
enough to tell their own story and share their passions 
with the world.

“What mostly inspires me is just knowing I can be 
something bigger than myself,” Unified Hero Amosia 
Agee-Hill said. “I don’t need people or money to just tell 
me that I can do it. I have to do it for myself, and I have 
to work hard.”

Their narratives also will be accompanied by some 
of those closest to their stories – family members, 
teachers, doctors and more – who have been  
touched by Unified Heroes’ hearts.

Despite their hardships, these valiant individuals  
refuse to give up and are determined to reach their 
dreams, whether those dreams include qualifying for 
the Olympics, becoming an astrophysicist, pursuing 
music, taking care of their family or simply making 
people smile. 

“I like to make people happy, because I can see their 
smile,” Unified Hero Jose Ibarra said. “I like to be happy, 
because it makes me who I am.”

These students are remarkable examples of the types 
of people the world needs. They intend to share their 
knowledge, their gifts and their hearts to continue 
making the world a better place today and for years  
to come.

“I want to help the world … and everyone in (Children’s 
Hospital) can be happy, too, even if they’re scared and 
even if they’re frightened and angry, ” Unified Hero Lily 
Lachman said. “In a perfect world, everyone is happy.”

Wisconsin's third-largest school district
City of Kenosha • Village of Pleasant Prairie • Village and Town of Somers

Unified HeroesStudents continue to inspire
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Wisconsin school district funding can be complex. As a 
taxpayer, it is important to know how your tax dollars  
support the district that serves children and families in  
our community.
 Wisconsin public school districts receive most of their 
revenue from two major sources - state aid and property 
taxes, which are controlled and limited by statutory  
formulas. In the 2016-17 fiscal year, these two funding 
sources made up more than 84 percent of Kenosha 
Unified’s operational revenues.
 Districts may also receive state and federal grant funds, 
but those must be spent in accordance with grant 
guidelines. Other local sources (e.g., event admissions, 
student user fees, interest and donations) also comprise 
a small portion of the district’s revenue budget. 
 In 1993, Wisconsin school districts were required to begin 
using the revenue limit formula to determine their level 
of funding each year; this formula is still used today. 
The revenue limit formula sets the maximum amount 
of revenue allowed through general state aid and local 
property tax levies for the general, non-referendum debt 
and capital expansion funds. This amounts to the majority 
of the district’s operational budget.
 In addition to the general fund, the district has two other 
funds supported by local property taxes - debt services, 
which include both non-referendum and referendum 
debt, as well as community services. Non-referendum 
debt tax levy amounts fall under the revenue limit cap. 
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